QUTSTANDING COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER SERVICE
Mayor's Wental Fealth Tack Force Monitoring Committee

The Mayor’s Mental Health Task Force (MMHTFMC)
was created by Austin Mayor Will Wynn in August of
2004. Creation of this Task Force was the culmination
of several years of community concern over the chal-
lenges facing Austin and Travis County residents with
severe mental illnesses. More than eighty individuals
representing over forty organizations worked together
for months to develop a report that documented
strengths and gaps in mental health services in the
community and made recommendations for future
action.

Thirty-nine criteria for a mentally healthy community
were identified in that report, covering such areas as

infrastructure, marketing, policies and plans, pro-
grams, training and education. The final report was
published in January 2005, and it recommended the
formation of a Monitoring Committee to “take a lead
role in monitoring and facilitating the implementation
of Task Force recommendations and coordinating the
assistance of existing groups and organizations in that
effort.”

MMHTFMC is a broad based collaborative that has
been designated as a subcommittee of the Austin Tra-
vis County Mental Health Mental Retardation Center
Board of Trustees. The Monitoring Committee was
charged with serving a five-year term and reporting
to the Mayor annually. We believe that the efforts

of the MMHTFMC, and the community at large, will
advance the goal of becoming a nationally recognized
“mentally healthy community.” The Committee has a
diverse membership with a wide variety of expertise
across our designated focus areas:

e Schools and Youth

e Criminal Justice

e Housing/Access

e Community Awareness and Faith Based
Activities.
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