THE FRANK M. ADAMS

Outstanding Volunteer Service Award

Nomination Instructions

Purpose and Background
The Frank M. Adams Award for Outstanding Volunteer Service is presented annually to volunteers in the Texas Community Center system in recognition of services which are exceptional and far reaching in scope, diversified in effort, and over and above those recognized at the local level.

As a founding member of the Texas Council of Community Centers (Texas Council) and member of the Board of Trustees of the Southeast Texas MHMR Center (now named Spindletop Center), the late Frank M. Adams exemplified service that enhanced and enriched the quality of life for persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities, mental illness and substance addictions in Texas.  He distinguished himself as an individual who loved, cared and showed compassion for persons in the Community Center system of care.
The award was established (1990) by the Administrators of Volunteer Services Consortium (AVSC) of the Texas Council with the support of the Texas Council Board of Directors.  In 1994 the Public Information Officers Consortium joined both the AVSC and Texas Council in sponsoring these awards, specifically the media award.  In 1996, both consortia merged to become the Marketing and Public Relations Consortium.

Who May Nominate
Individuals from the Community Centers of the Texas Council and/or organizations/interest groups affiliated with the Community Centers and whose purpose includes enhancing services for persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities, mental illness and substance addictions.  
Categories of Nomination

One recipient in each of the following categories may annually be granted an:

Individual Award


Any person, i.e. individual, advocate, employee, consumer, who has provided outstanding volunteer service in a Community Center and has best exemplified the Frank M. Adams spirit of caring.  (Note:  Paid staff of volunteer services are ineligible.)

Community Award


A civic or social organization or business firm (or a portion of one) for the collective efforts of its membership or employees in volunteer work within the Community Center system.

Media Award


For exceptional print or electronic media coverage or benefits on behalf of persons who are served by the Community Center system.

Nomination Requirements

Each nomination package must include:

· Completed nomination form.

· A statement, not to exceed two typewritten, double-spaced pages, describing the nominee's volunteer commitment which has enhanced and enriched the quality of life for individual(s) with intellectual and developmental disabilities, mental illness or substance addictions.  The statement should include a description of service achievements rendered by the nominee, the importance to the general welfare of the community, challenges involved, innovative methods used, and overall impact of services.

· Brief biography of the nominee, not to exceed two typewritten, double-spaced pages.

Each nomination package may include as optional material:

· Supportive materials such as news clippings, pamphlets, etc., which must not exceed three pages (materials will not be returned).  (Submit 10 copies)

· Audio/video CDs / DVDs, confined to Media Category only.  (Submit 10 copies)

The application must be complete and comply with these requirements upon receipt by the Texas Council.

Presentation of Awards

The Frank M. Adams Outstanding Volunteer Service Awards will be presented at a special ceremony during the annual Texas Council statewide conference.  While the Texas Council pays for all expenses associated with the awards and awards ceremony, the nominating organization of an award winner pays for travel and any per diem expenses for the award winner to be present at the awards ceremony.  The nominating organization is responsible for any local publicity or recognition.

Award Selection Panel

The selection panel will be comprised of:


1.
Two (2) Center Marketing & Public Relations staff


2.
Immediate past media award winner or designee


3.
Volunteer from Center nominating immediate past individual award winner


4.
Volunteer from Center nominating immediate past community award winner


5.
Three (3) Texas Council Board members


6.
Representative of a statewide volunteer agency
Submitting the Nomination

All nominations with required attachments must be postmarked or hand-delivered no later than Monday, January 9, 2011, at 5:00 p.m.

Emailed:

Ms. Karen Justice at kjustice@txcouncil.com 

By Mail or

Hand-delivered:

Texas Council of Community Centers, Inc.




8140 North Mopac Expressway




Westpark Bldg. 3, Suite 240




Austin, Texas  78759

(Be sure the address on the nomination contains all of the above information or the nomination will not be delivered.)

**************************************************************************************

Note:
A previous nominee may be re-nominated at any time, provided that the nominee has not been a recipient of the Frank M. Adams Award, and provided that the nomination is updated to include additional volunteer efforts undertaken by the nominee since the initial nomination.


Questions about the nomination process should be directed to the Texas Council office at the above address or the following telephone number 512/794-9268.
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